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1 11/05/2008 City Council

Title

Discussion on the adoption of a supplemental sidewalk system map related to the

Colleyville Pathways Plan"

Explanation
This item is provided for City Council discussion regarding the possible adoption of a

supplemental sidewalk system map. David Klenzendorf is Chairman of the Trails and

Sidewalks Committee and will be present to submit the sidewalk system map for

consideration.

The Colleyville Pathways Plan was established in September 2005 per Resolution

R-05-2609 (attached) with the purpose of identifying a planned trail network within various

neighborhoods and to provide necessary connecting sidewalk links between neighborhood
schools and trails throughout the community. This plan specifically addresses proposed
sidewalk and trail routes on major thoroughfares within the community, and it serves as a

guide for advising developers in conjunction with all new developments. This will ensure the

future availability of trail and sidewalk connections from residential neighborhoods to local

schools, parks, and other key destinations, such as shopping areas, work centers or

recreational areas.

The Land Development Code for the City of Colleyville addresses sidewalk and trail

construction requirements for new and redevelopment conditions. It requires a sidewalk be

constructed adjacent to and within public street right-of-way on every lot prior to completion
of any primary structure. In addition, the sidewalk must be located within a public access

easement in the absence of adequate right-of-way. The Code currently allows a developer
to escrow an amount equal to the cost of construction of the sidewalk if it is determined by
the City that construction should be deferred to a future date. Over the years, builders have
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been permitted to escrow the cost of new sidewalks in many areas of the community. This

has created numerous missing links along existing residential and commercial roadways. It

has been the desire of the Trails and Sidewalks Committee to pursue the construction of

new sidewalk segments whenever a lot is subject to new or redevelopment.

The Trails and Sidewalks Committee worked with staff to develop a Supplemental Sidewalk

System Map (attached) that clearly identifies locations for construction of sidewalks in areas

that are not included in the September 2005 Colleyville Pathways Plan. This map identifies

when a sidewalk is required, and indicates which side of the street it should be constructed.

Some streets are not recommended for construction of sidewalks, such as existing
neighborhoods subject to redevelopment. If adopted by City Council, this supplemental
system map will assist staff in providing clear direction to developers whether to construct a

sidewalk or place appropriate funds in escrow. When a property is developed and is

subject to inclusion of an adjacent sidewalk section, the developer will be required to

construct the sidewalk to City standards regardless of existing terrain and other conditions.

The Trails and Sidewalks Committee also prepared a recommended variance procedure
attached) for the construction of sidewalks. It is stated in the Committee's

recommendations that any requests for variances from the Supplemental Sidewalk System
Map will be reviewed initially by the Trails and Sidewalks Committee at its next quarterly
meeting. The Committee would subsequently forward its recommendation to the City
Council for review and a final determination. It is recommended by staff that the current

waiver provisions included in the Land Development Code, which provides for a request to

be submitted directly to City Council for consideration, be retained related to the

construction of a sidewalk. Staff determined that approval of the Supplemental Sidewalk

System Map will provide an effective guide for establishing sidewalk construction

requirements at the time of permit submittal by developers throughout the community.
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